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Chapter Eight 



vَ29 فھكلا( رُْفكَْیلَْف ءَاشَ نمَوَ نمِؤُْیلَْف ءَاشَ نمََف ۖ مُْكِّبَّر نمِ ُّقحَلْا لُِقو(        And say the truth from your Lord. 
Whosoever wills, let him believe and whosoever will let him disbelieve. (18/29)

vِ41رمزلا( لٍیكِوَِب مھِیَْلعَ تَنَأ امَوَ ۖ اھَیَْلعَ ُّلضَِی امََّنإَِف َّلضَ نمَوَ ۖ ھِسِفَْنلَِف ىَٰدَتھْا نِمََف ۖ قِّحَلْاِب سِاَّنللِ بَاَتكِلْا كَیَْلعَ اَنلْزَنَأ اَّنإ(
Verily we have sent down to you the book for mankind in truth. So whosoever accepts the 
guidance, it is only for his own self, and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray he goes only for 
his own loss. And you are not a guardian over them. (39/41)

v27 میھاربا( ءُاشََی امَُ َّ]ا لَُعفَْیوَ ۚ نَیمِلِاَّظلاُ َّ]ا ُّلضُِیوَ ۖ ةِرَخِلآْا يِفوَ اَینُّْدلا ةِاَیحَلْا يِف تِِباَّثلا لِوَْقلْاِب اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلاُ َّ]ا تُِّبَثُی(
Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world and in the 
Hereafter. And Allah will cause to go astray those who are wrong-doers /polytheists, and Allah 
does what He wills. (14/27).

v26 ةرقبلا( نَیقِسِاَفلْا َّلاإِ ھِِب ُّلضُِی امَوَ ۚ ارًیِثكَ ھِِب يدِھَْیوَ ارًیِثكَ ھِِب ُّلضُِی( He misleads many, and many He           
guides thereby. And He misleads thereby only those who are wrong-doers/rebellious (2/26)

v29-30 ناسنلإا( امًیكِحَ امًیلِعَ نَاكَ ََّ]ا َّنإِ ُۚ َّ]ا ءَاشََی نَأ َّلاإِ نَوءُاشََت امَوَ ، لاًیِبسَ ھِِّبرَ ىَٰلإَِ ذخََّتا ءَاشَ نمََف ٌۖ ةرَكِذَْت هِذِھَٰ َّنإ(
Verily this (Quranic Verse) is an admonition, so whosoever wills, let him take a Path to his 
Lord. But you cannot will, unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is Ever All Knowing All Wise (76/29-
30)

The Verses of Qur'an  



WestEast

The Relativity of Free Will and Predestination  
vIf some one asks “is Japan located in 
the East or in the West?” We have to ask 
him “Relative to Europe or US?” Japan is 
at the East of Asia and Europe, but at 
the west of US. Similarly, if some one 
asks “Has the human free will or is he 
predestinated?”we have to ask him “Relative to who, to the human himself or to the Creator?”
vAs relative to the human himself (with the exception of a few events like death, accidents and 
illness) he has a complete Free Will. The Creator has provided him with the free will, gave him a 
mind and a heart to think and decide, ordered him through His messengers to do good deeds 
and avoid bad ones, and left him after that to choose without pressure or coercion. 
vBut relative to the Creator, human seems to be predestinated, as He knows before our birth, 
the path each one of us will take, and He sees us following that path, even though each step is 
taken by our own free will.  
v Thus the answer to the question whether human is predestinated or has a free will is that he 
has free will with respect to himself, but he is predestinated with respect to the Creator.      



The Responsibility of the Free Will
)29 فھكلا( رُفكَْیلَْف ءَاشَ نمَوَ نمِؤُْیلَْف ءَاشَ نمََف ۖ مُْكِّبَّر نمِ ُّقحَلْا لُِقوَ

“And say the truth from your Lord. Whosoever wills, let
him believe and whosoever will let him disbelieve.” (18/29)
This is the most important test of the free will; to believe or 
not. People after that split into believers and non believers. 
v God Almighty has promised to guide the believers, “And 
whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart” (64/11),  
“And they are guided unto goodly speech and they are  
guided to His path” (22/24). 
v We have a beautiful example in the people of the cave. “We narrate unto you their story in 
truth: Truly they were young men who believed in their Lord, and We increased them in 
guidance” (18/13)
vAnd if they combined their believe with good deeds , they will be rewarded them Gardens of 
delight in Paradise. “Verily those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will 
guide them through their Faith; under them will flow rivers in the Gardens of Delight 
(Paradise).” (10/9)



What about the Non-Believers
موَْقلْا يدِھَْی لاَ Iََّا َّنإِ ۚ Iَِّا نَمِ ىًدُھ رِیَْغِبُ هاوَھَ عََبَّتا نَِّممِ ُّلضََأ نْمَوَ ۚ مُْھءَاوَھَْأ نَوُعِبَّتَی امََّنَأ مَْلعْاَف كََل اوُبیجَِتسَْی مَْل نْإِ”

      But if they answer you not (believe in Islamic Monotheism), then know)50 صصقلا( “نَیمِلِاَّظلا
that they only follow their own lusts. And who is more astray than who follows his own lust, 
without guidance from Allah? Verily Allah guides not the wrongdoers/polytheists (28/50)

َذ”
ٰ

)107لحنلا(“نَیرِِفاكَلْا مَوَْقلْا يدِھَْی لاَ Iََّا َّنَأوَ ةِرَخِلآْا ىَلعَ اَینُّْدلاَ ةاَیحَلْا اوُّبحََتسْا مُھَُّنَأِب كَلِ

That is because they loved and preferred the life of this world over that of the Hereafter. And 
Allah guides not the people who disbelieve (16/107)

           So when they turned away, Allah.)5 فصلا(“نَیقِسِاَفلْا مَوَْقلْا يدِھَْی لاَُ Iَّاوَ ۚ مْھَُبوُلُقُ Iَّا غَازََأ اوُغازَ اَّمَلَف”
turned their hearts away. And Allah guides not the people who are disobedient (61/5)

      Verily! Those who believe not in“)104 لحنلا( “مٌیلَِأ بٌاَذعَ مْھَُلوَُ Iَّا مُھِیدِھَْی لاَ Iَِّا تِاَیآِب نَوُنمِؤُْی لاَ نَیذَِّلا َّنإِ
the signs of Allah, Allah will not guide them and theirs will be a painful torment (16/104)
The message we get from these verses is that our Lord doesn’t guide wrongdoers, polytheists, 
disbelievers, rebellions and those who are disobedient , who selected that path by themselves. 
It doesn’t end here, but God Almighty will lead astray the polytheist, the disbelievers and the 
disobedient. َذكَ

ٰ
(40/34) “بٌاَترُّْم فٌرِسْمُ وَُھ نْمَُ Iَّٱ ُّلضُِی كَلِ Thus Allah leads astray him who is 

doubtful polytheist Thus Allah leads astray the disbelievers (74/34) “نَیرِِفاكَلْاُ Iَّا ُّلضُِی كَلَِذكَ
I



Is there a way for non-believers to faith    ھعاستاو نوكلا ةیكیمانید–2    ھعاستاو نوكلا ةیكیمانید–2
vWe now know from the verses of the last slide that our Lord leads astray the polytheist, the 
disbelievers and the disobedient (into the same path they chosed by themselves). Is there a 
way for them to find the righteous path? The following verses tell us that their will wouldn’t 
be enough to guide them, and God Almighty’s  will should come first, and He should first allow 
them to find the right path. Mََّاَّنإِ ُۚ Mَّا ءَاشََی نَأ َّلاإِ نَوءُاشََت امَوَ ، لاًیِبسَ ھِِّبرَ ىَٰلإَِ ذخََّتا ءَاشَ نمََف ٌۖ ةرَكِذَْت هِذِھَٰ َّنإِ

 Verily this is an admonition, so whoever wills, let him take a path )/2976–30( امًیكِحَ امًیلِعَ نَاكَ
to his Lord. But you cannot will, unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is ever all-knowing all-wise.     

 It is not for any person to )100/10( نَوُلقِعَْی لاَ نَیذَِّلا ىَلعَ سَجْرِّلا لَُعجَْیوَ ۚ Mَِّا نِذْإِِب َّلاإِ نَمِؤُْت نَأ سٍفَْنلِ نَاكَ امَوَ
believe, except by the Leave of Allah, and He will put the wrath on those who are headless.    

vThe solution for those polytheist and non-believers to find the righteous path, is mentioned 
in another verse. Verily! Allah will not change the condition of a people as long as they don’t 
change their state. (13/11) ِا َّنإMََّ َمْھِسُِفنَأِب امَ اورُِّیَغُی ىَّٰتحَ مٍوَْقِب امَ رُِّیَغُی لا  

v Thus only when a polytheist or a non-believer thinks to repent, he/she has first to change 
themselves and is ready to believe in the monotheism of Islam and worship the One Creator. 
Then He will accept their repenting as He forgives all sins, Despair not from the mercy of Allah: 
verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (39/53)   



The fallacy of the unbelievers

We are responsible of our choices

God Almighty told us that the unbelievers will play with words 

َذكَ ۚ ءٍيْشَ نمِ اَنمَّْرحَ لاَوَ اَنؤُاَبآ لاَوَ اَنكْرَشَْأ امَُ 6َّا ءَاشَ وَْل اوُكرَشَْأ نَیذَِّلا لُوُقَیسَ بََّذكَ كَلِٰ
 Those who took partners  .)148 ماعنلأا( اَنسَْأَب اوُقاَذ ىَّٰتحَ مْھِلِبَْق نمِ نَیذَِّلا

with our Lord will say If Allah had willed we would not have taken  

partners with Him nor would our fathers, and we would not have 

forbidden anything (against His will). (6/148). 
vThe fallacy here is that they said, “If God had willed we wouldn’t  

have taken partners with Him.” If they had said, “If God had willed He could have guided us to 
the right path,” that would have been the truth, as the selection of the wrong path comes 

through the person’s will, but the selection of the right path comes as inspiration from God. 

v The same message we find in other verses. First comes the invitation, “And follow the best 

of that which is sent down to you from your Lord”. Then comes the warning, “before the 

torment comes upon you, then you will not be helped.” Third the regret that God didn’t guide 
him, “Or he should say, ‘if only Allah has guided me I should indeed have been among the 

pious.” Finally, the request of the impossible, “Or lest he should say when he sees the torment, 

‘If only I have another chance, then I should be among the Good-doers.” (39/55 - 58)



Fate and destiny
Human never knows anything about fate and destiny, and often he 
mixes between fate and destiny, and those actions which depend on 
free will. The non-believers used to blame the Prophet (pbuh) about 
the mishaps that occured to them. God Almighty corrected to them 
that things that considered destiny are all from our Lord, “  مْھُبْصُِت نإِوَ”

 الله دِنعِ نْمِّ ٌّلُك لُْق ۚ كَدِنعِ نْمِ هِذِھَٰ اوُلوُقَیٌ ةَئِّیسَ مْھُبْصُِت نإِوَ ۖ َِّ?ا دِنعِ نْمِ هِذِھَٰ اوُلوُقَیٌ ةَنسَحَ
.)78 ءاسنلا(“اًثیدِحَ نَوھَُقفَْی نَوُداكََی لاَ مِوَْقلْا ءِلاَؤُھَٰ لِامََف And if some good reaches them, they say, “This is ۖ َِّ?ا

from Allah”, but if some evil befalls them, they say, ”This is from you (Mohammad)”. Say, “all 
things are from Allah”, so what is wrong with these people that they fail to understand any 
word? (4/78)

On the other hand, when a person uses his free will and gets good result, it is from his Lord, 
and he has to be grateful for his Lord that He guided him. But if he gets evil consequences, he 

has to blame himself as he made the wrong choice. ”ةٍَئِّیسَ نمِ كََباصََأ امَوَ ۖ َِّ?ا نَمَِف ةٍَنسَحَ نْمِ كََباصََأ اَّم 
    Whatever of good reaches you is from )79 ءاسنلا( “اًدیھِشَ َِّ?اِب ىَٰفكَوَ ۚ لاًوُسرَ سِاَّنللِ كَاَنلْسَرَْأوَ ۚ كَسِفَّْن نمَِف

Allah, but whatever of evil befalls you, is from yourself. And we have sent you as a Messenger 
to mankind, and Allah is sufficient as a Witness. (4/79) 



Summary of Chapter 8
vWe explained in the beginning of the Chapter that Free Will and Predestination are relative 
issues. With respect to the human, we find that he has free will in all his actions, most 
important of which is the selection between to believe or not to believe.  نمََف ۖ مُْكِّبَّر نمِ ُّقحَلْا لُِقوَ

 And say the truth from your Lord. Whosoever wills, let him“ )29 فھكلا( رُْفكَْیلَْف ءَاشَ نمَوَ نمِؤُْیلَْف ءَاشَ
believe and whosoever will let him disbelieve.” (18/29). God Almighty promised to guide the 
hearts of the believers, )11 نباغتلا( ُ“ھَبلَْق دِھَْی Fَِّاِب نْمِؤُْی نْمَوَ” “And whosoever believes in Allah, He 
will guide his heart”, (64/11) and to enjoy the Gardens of Paradise, ”ِتِاحَلِاَّصلا اوُلمِعَوَ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلا َّنإ 

 Verily, those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and“ .)107 فھكلا( “لاًزُُن سِوَْدرْفِلْا تُاَّنجَ مْھَُل تَْناكَ
do righteous deeds, shall have the gardens of Paradise for their entertainment.” (18/107).
v If the human selects not believe in the revelation and the Qura'nic verses, God Almighty will 
not guide them, and they will suffer from severe torment, ُ Fَّا مُھِیدِھَْی لاَ Fَِّا تِاَیآِب نَوُنمِؤُْی لاَ نَیذَِّلا َّنإِ”

)104 لحنلا( “مٌیلَِأ بٌاَذعَ مْھَُلوَ “Verily those who believe not in the revelations/verses of Allah, Allah 
will not guide them and theirs will be painful torment.” (16/104). The solution for those 
polytheist and non-believers to find the righteous path, is mentioned in another verse. ِا َّنإFََّ 

 Verily! Allah will not change the condition of a people as long مْھِسُِفنَأِب امَ اورُِّیَغُی ىَّٰتحَ مٍوَْقِب امَ رُِّیَغُی   لاَ
as they don’t change their state. (13/11)
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